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Saturday 7 & Sunday 8 December 2019 
 

11.00-16.00 
 

Course Leader: Dr Justine Hopkins  
 

Seminar Room 1, Sackler Centre, Level 1 

 

 
All I ask, is the Privilege for my Masculine Part the Poet in me to tread in those 

successful Paths my Predecessors have so long thriv’d in … I value Fame as much 

as if I had been born a Hero. [Aphra Behn, poet and playwright, c.1686] 

 

There have always been women artists, and why not, when women represent half 

the human race? Yet the history of women producing art has always been one of 

defiance and struggle, and until shockingly recently it has been more than twice as 

difficult for a woman to make any sort of living through painting or sculpture, let alone 

win fame or respect. Yet against all and considerable odds there have always been 

outstanding individuals to challenge expectations by creating powerful, innovative art, 

and Britain has played host to some of the most exceptional among them. 

 

This course explores the careers of talented and determined women across the 

centuries who managed not only to match the skills of their male contemporaries but 

surpass them to push the boundaries of art itself. Over the weekend we will be looking 

particularly at sculpture and portrait painting, both traditionally considered the 

absolute prerogative of the male hand and gaze; we will also consider some of the 

ways in which the women of the Arts and Crafts Movement subverted ideas of 

“feminine” pursuits to make works as visually exciting and intellectually challenging as 

anything produced in more conventional ‘fine art’ media. 

 

 

Programme 

 

Saturday 7 December   

 

10:30-11.00  Welcome and Registration  

 

11:00-11.15  ‘I work because I must’  

Problems of Being a Woman and an Artist   

 

11:15-12.00  ‘A Monstrous Regiment?’  

Portrait-making Women from Mary Beale to Laura Knight  



12.00-13.00  ‘Blows of the Chisel, Beats of the Heart’  

   Women’s Sculpture from Anne Damer to Barbara Hepworth  

 

13.00-14.00  Lunch Break (not provided)  

 

14:00-15.00  Gallery Tour: Arts, Crafts and Ceramics  

 

15:00-16.00  ‘I am a remarkable Woman’  

May Morris and the Women of the Arts and Crafts  

 

Sunday 8 December   

 

11:00-12.00  ‘Co-ordinate not Subordinate’  

Art, Women and Modernism   

 

12:00-13.00  Always about Love: Women Working Today- Maggie Hambling  

and Emily Young  

 

13.00-14.00  Lunch Break (not provided)  

 

14:00-15.00  Walking tour of V&A Galleries, highlighting outstanding works by  

Women Artists   

 

15:00-16.00  No such thing as a woman artist? Considering the Female Gaze   

 

 

 

 

Dr Justine Hopkins  

 

Justine works as a freelance lecturer in Art History for the Victoria and Albert Museum; 

Oxford, Cambridge, Bristol and London Universities; the Tate, National and National 

Portrait Galleries; Sotheby’s, Christies’ and assorted independent institutions, and is a 

registered lecturer for the Arts Society (formerly NADFAS).  

 

 

 

All lectures are given by Justine Hopkins unless otherwise stated.  

 

 

 

***Programme subject to change 


